Osteoblasts and chondrocytes are important target cells for the toxic effects of lead.
The skeleton is a major repository for divalent cations, including toxic heavy metals such as lead. Unfortunately the effects of such agents on bone (and cartilage) have been minimally investigated in the past. With the current level of understanding of the mechanisms of bone formation and cartilage development it is now appropriate to begin to research the effects of lead on cellular processes. The following discussion describes some of the points of regulation in bone and cartilage formation where interference in metabolic processes could compromise the development of normal tissues as well as affect the homeostatic mechanisms of the skeleton.